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Diversifying the Five String:
Todayos

banjos for over 20 years.

Tom Nechville has been trying to let the
banj o
when he first heard Earl do the boggie
woogie on the banjo. Nechville has always
felt that the banjo needed a new thicker
voice to gain acceptance in more popular
music. His designs facilitate a wider range

out of its ca

of tonalities and choice for banjo playing
Hi s
than a slogan that hints at his original pat-
ented designs. It is the Nechville sponsore
format by which more players can connect
within the exploding world of Folk, Ameri-
cana and Country music through mem-
bership in these trade associations. Nec

artists. ABanj o

& A
Elephant Revival (Photo by Anne Stavely)

villeds Revolution
musical connections by facilitating mem-
bership to one of the major folk or roots associa-

unchanging world of traditional Bluegrass, but hetlls(?ns with purchase of a banjo from their factory.

not been a big part of the pop scene until recent\yorking musicians can become associates of the
groups like Avett Brothers and Mumford & Sons Banjo Revolution to receive discounts on Nech-
have given it some attention.

The banjo of Earl Scruggs survives nicely in the

ville products and gain rights to represent and

. . istri h hil .
While coolness has recently adopted banjos, thedIStrIbUtet em while on tour

challenge for players is to continually find new  Nechuille instruments have been built since 1986
ways for the original Americana instrument to fit 309 have received exposure in the hands of plays
into todayods I|ive per fjieBdrark afson BroWntandEmif RdbidoA
bucket of nuts, bolts, hoops and rods, something the Dixie Chicks. Country music has embraced
like a tambourine on a stick. Just what the doctoechville designs, especially his new class
ordered for a jingigangling old time jam, or in theof electric banjos for guitaristeith Urban and
context of an intense jam band crescendo, to presrew have their own model called the Urban Me-
duce the acoustic substitute for a fuzzy distortedigor. Its look is unmistakable for a banjo, but has
electric guitar. power to rock the house.

Lou Meyers, executive director of the Folk Alli-  jam band veteran Mike Gordon, young bands liké

ance conference, reports that a new banjois chji cago6s Cornmeal and

emerging within the quickly expanding world of Byttered Rum and even Grateful Dead icon Bob
roots, acoustic and jam bands music. Nechville has

been quietly building their brand of-emgineered (Continued on page 2)
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Todayodés Banj o i nCohtmukeadfiods Mhutto change the whole concept of how a banjo for great playability.
page 1)

works is a different storye. )
Even more radical, but us

., Tom Nechville takes pride in ented Nuvo neck. The neck is more gultee and

l saying his company is the  all 5 strings are playable to the nut. A sliding 5th
J{wor |l dos | ead e string arpoican beoplaced danywhere from the zero
banjo design. Nechville has 2fret to the top of the neck, and a main rolling capo is
patents on his HeMount built right into the neck for rapid key changes with-
banjo and adjustable neck  out the need to retune between settings. Innovations

connection. from Nechville seem to never cease. He has pio-
) ) neered synthesizer banjos, electric/ acoustic banjos
The Nechville banjo replaces . .
and guitars, and a new class of Hybrid instruments

a combination of seventy oddh e caldsn@Ed ux

pieces of hardware with an

innovative onepiece cast Nechville uses his recent
metal frame. You tighten or to marry an old style banjo pot to his modern, com-
loosen the head of the Heli  fortable engineered necks, lending better tone, easy
mount by rotating a threaded adjustability and portability to the old banjo. Look
flange ring encircling the for more to come from Nechville. This is one little
banjobés dr um pompanywArking aehind the §cenes that has the
Weir were early adopt e gdredTweNBes Birtilartola @Hick ke§ ohta HriljBttmirfuttb§t6 change music for the better.
instruments. Now country/roots superstar Zac Browhyes the flange ring around until you reach hide

Austin McGregor of Northern Departure

is jumping on stage with his own-twanded Nech- p ysting tension. I|tés a ng a
ville Turbo-Charged HefMount 6 string. jar. The HeliMount system perfectly produces an
The future of the banjo is clearly here. We will con®Ve" tension across the head of the banjo. Moreoyer,

. . - the patented Helimount frame stands to be the chief
tinue to see and hear the nostalgic, primitive old | il hin th ‘
charm of tradition through collectors and reproducesltgl_mturf‘j1 component., nowdly attac. '”9 t .e nec

. . while still allowing adjustment. This eliminates the

of music from former times. All other forms of mu- ) ] o

- ) . . need to have sourthoking coordinator rods inside
sic will benefit from the lingering charm of Amer- i ]
. . . the resonatlng %hamber of th? barHo. .
icabs instrument as |l ong @as e T nstrudment its
rise to the challenge. Nechvillebés patented sol to t

. . . . frame allows for easy raising and lowering of string

Progressive playing techniques coming from players i -
like Alison Brown and Bela Fleck and Noam helght and interchangeability among necks and bod-
Pickelny challenged Nechville to supply a banjo toﬁees'
that better fit their FFRbedindfalydrdn dNedhvildBasid hes beek @
recordings from these masters ring with a familiar ¢ 3| | ed Amusi cal o, #Abal an e to

shriliness that is lacking in their more recently  apsence of dozens of metallic parts and coordinator
adopted fimoderno sound roddfifatafe kormal Cl&iRg the AHbIE thife r e
recently Tony Trischka have undergone transformqogether. The tone ring and rim assembly, most com-
tions in tone, lending a fuller, rounder edge to theirmomy made from bell brass and 3 ply hard maple, is
notes. They have arrived at their jeriendly tone  jiterally suspended inside the framework of the Heli-

by a variety of means, which Nechville explains asiount insuring the most purity to the banjo sound. more information on Nechville products and ideas is
combination of setup factors like bigger bridges, and available atvww.nechville.comand

tasteful playing technique. Nechvilleés Phantom ba %tlwv(\)/w.b%noopévﬁ.c'orﬁ es contemporary
engineering with the old English tunneled fifth string

Tonyds sound seemed t o0 jgba Théabderd dtheMifhSpbg oflthedRddtbm C al |y
when he first tried Ne glwsiutobs®ultsd left hafidhafelvérifig, gartidu-s € ¢ o m-
pensated bridge. Little things in banjo set up can |arly when using your thumb to fret the fifth string.

make a big difference in tone. Because no hole is drilled in the middle of the neck,

it is stiffer, lending a dense woodiness to the tone.

. . . . The neck profile is a bit wider, but with a slim feel
bridges, heads, even tone rings and rims sometimes,

Tim Carteri The Carter Brothers

Players are generally willing to experiment with


http://www.nechville.com
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Nechville Players List

Here are JUST A FEW known players who are playing Nechvilles these days:

Ryan Burnett - Burnett Family Blue- Jon Eric (Meteor)
grass
Billy Farmer

Al Caldwell - The Travelin' Black Hill-
billies

Jim Calvin - The Calvins

Dennis Caplinger - Bluegrass
Etc. (Vintage with Phantom neck)

Tim Carter - Carter Brothers

Band (Nextar)

Danilo Cartia

Bob Altshuler Dave Cavage - The Hickory Project

Bob Altschuler - The Dyer Switch
Band

David Chrisler - Bopjo

Garry Finlayson

Eddie Collins - The High Stakes Roll-
ers

Scott Anderson

Daniel Fick - The Ficktones
Hiro Arita_ (Vintage)

Sage Cook - Elephant Revival

Garry Finlayson - Shooglenifty
Jeremy Bauer - Amadan (Classic with

Jon Cornatzer - Candlewyck

Turbo) Benjamin Flaming - Monroe Crossing

) Rick Dale - The Nit Pickers . . )
Keith Baumann_ (Phantom) Bill Flanagan - Riverview Ramblers

) _ _ Zach Daniels (Meteor)
Jamie Blair - Cascade Mountain Bela Fleck - Bela Fleck and the Fleck-
Boys (Vintage with Phantom neck) Janet Davis - Performer, instructor, tones (Nextar)
merchant . .

Brandon Bowlds - Green Genes Dan Garrett - Limited Edition

) ) Sal Demaio
Michael Britt - Lonestar Andy Glandt - Fox Tower Bluegrass

Band

TJ Doerfel - The Doerfels
Alison Brown - The Alison Brown

Lluis Gomez (Vintage) - Barcelona
Bluegrass Band

Quartet (Meteor) Veit Dohler - Dawgmatic

Trae Buckner - The Hillbilly Gypsies Kevin Donnelly - The Spud Pup-
pies, Circle City Bluegrass Band

Mike Gordon - Phish (Meteor)

John Bullard - The Classical Banjo
Matt Gray - Urban Monroes

Dusty Emerick - Florez
Becky Buller_- Valerie Smith & Liberty

Pike (Moonshine) Mark Epstein - (Vintage) Anthony Hannigan - The Hickory Pro-

(Continued on page 6)

Wavy Dave Burlingame - Cornmeal
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Fluxing Your Banjo
By: Tom Nechville

Earl do the membership to one of the major folk or roots asso-

boggie ciations with purchase of a banjo from their factory.
woogie on ) o ]
. Working musicians can become associates of the

the banjo. ) ; i ) ]

. Banjo Revolution to receive discounts on Nechville
Nechville o o

products and gain rights to represent and distribute

has always H il
felt that the them while on tour.

banjo neededNechuille instruments have been built since 1986
anew and have received exposure in the hands of players
thicker voice |ike Bela Fleck, Alison Brown and Emily Robison
togainac-  of the Dixie Chicks. Country music has embraced
ceptance in - Nechville designs, especially his new class

more popu-  of electric banjos for guitarist¥Keith Urban and

lar music.  crew have their own model called the Urban Me-
His designs  teor. Its look is unmistakable for a banjo, but has

facilitate @ power to rock the house.
wider range
of tonalities Jam band veteran Mike Gordon, young bands like

and choice Chicago Cornmeal and San F
The banjo of Earl Scruggs survives nicelyinthe f or banj o playing ar t itegdRumandeyendepdadicon, BQR Wi, | yt i on
unchanging world of traditional Bluegrass, but hasnore than a slogan that hints at his original pat- W& € early adopters of Nec
not been a big part of the pop scene until recent ented designs. It is the Nechville sponsored formiiStruments. Now country/roots superstar Zac
groups like Avett Brothers and Mumford & Sons by which more players can connect within the ex-Brown is jumping on stage with his own-co
have given it some popular attention. ploding world of Folk, Americana and Country branded Nechville Turb&harged HeliMount 6
music string.
through

o . } member-
new ways for the original Americana instrument t(s)hip in

fit into todayds I|ive tﬁegerfo

a bucket of nuts, bolts, hoops and rods, somethinlgi‘ade

like a tambourine on a stick. Just what the doctor .
o ) o ) associa-

ordered for a jinglgangling old time jam, or in the tions

context of an intense jam band crescendo, to prO_Necr;-

duce the acoustic substitute for a fuzzy distorted

) ) vill e
electric guitar.

While coolness has recently adopted banjos, the
challenge | see for players is to continually find

Revolu-

Lou Meyers, executive director of the Folk Alliancéon
conference, reports that a new banjo is emerging€ncour-
within the quickly expanding world of roots, acous9¢€s

tic and jam bands music. Nechville has been quiedfPWth
building their brand of rengineered banjos for ~ ©f musi-

over 20 years. cal con-
nections
Tom Nechville has been trying to let the banjo out,y, ;-
of its cage ever si ncetaﬂhghe 70Njs when he first heard (Continued on page 5)
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ville has 2 patents on framework of the Helimount insuring the most pu-
his HelkMount banjo  rity to the banjo sound.
and adjustable neck

. Nechvilledéds Phantom banjo
connection.

engineering with the old English tunneled fifth
The Nechville banjo  string idea. The absence of the fifth peg on the Phan-
replaces a combination tom allows unobstructed left hand maneuvering,
of seventy odd pieces particularly when using your thumb to fret the fifth
of hardware with an  string. Because no hole is drilled in the middle of the
innovative onepiece neck, it is stiffer, lending a dense woodiness to the
cast metal frame. You tone. The neck profile is a bit wider, but with a slim
tighten or loosen the feel for great playability.

head of the Helmount )

by rotating a threaded Even more radical, but use
. - ented Nuvo neck. The neck is more gultiee and

flange ring encircling | ) avabl h i h

the banj oo Sa '5dsFr|rL19§narepE(§1¥?. e;%t e r'mqut. AfSI |nr? 5t

pair of geared T string capo can be placed anywhere from the zero

. fret to the top of the neck, and a main rolling capo is
wrenches similar to a

chuck key on a drill, built right into the neck for rapid key changes with-

(Continued from page 4)

. . . ._out the need to retune between settings. Innovations
L . moves the flange ring around until you reach hide
The future of the banjo is clearly here. We will con- ) ] - from Necpv'll seem,to. never cease. He has pio-
. . busting tension. Itbés a |1 {‘?_e Il_Ee o_perafln_
tinue to see and hear the nostalgic, primitive old neered synthesizer banjos, electric/ acoustic banjos

even tension across the head of the banjo. Morem%‘rc,j guitars, and a new class of Hybrid instruments
caldendé&odux

the patented Helimount frame stands to be the chire]fe

a

charm of tradition through collectors and reproducj—ar' The HeliMount system perfectly produces an

ers of music from former times. All other forms of

music will benefit from the lingering charm of

Americabs instrument agtmﬁtug)énlnclomrf%n%rg_’rtlgw%att?;wns?%h?nue%ﬁNFChY§5| g uses his recentl
can rise to the challenge. while still allowing adjustment. This eliminatesthet o r 6 t 0 marry an ol d styl e

need to have sourthoking coordinator rods inside comfortable engineered necks, lending better tone,
Progressive playing techniques coming from playete resonating chamber of the banjo. easy adjustability and portability to the old banjo.
like Alison Brown and Bela Fleck and Noam . ) Lopk for more to cpme from Nechville. This is one
. . . Nechvilleds patented soli nec connection to
Pickelny challenged Nechville to supply a banjo little company working behind the scenes that has

. rame allows fgr easy raising and lowering of string .
tone that better fit ttﬂ?' PR NeWY 'R 'S PHeChs mU%nédéterminationtochangemusicforthebetter.
. . . height and interchangeability among necks and
Early recordings from these masters ring with a . . ) . .
. . . R . bodies. More information on Nechville products and ideas is
familiar shrillness that is lacking in their more re-

available atvww.nechville.comand
cently adopted fAmoder ngne8oBndfudlity F! eck, Brown, and

more recently even Tony Trischka have undergongom a Nechville

tt

transformations in tone, lending a fuller, rounder panjo has been called
edge to their notes. They have arrived at theirjazzs mu si cal o ,
friendly tone by a variety of means, which NechvillE p 31 anced o
explains as a combination of setup factors like bigf t hi ck o du
ger bridges, and t ast e fpddnceBflddrans dr
sound seemed to transform most dramatically whefetallic parts and

he first tried Nechvil kogBiatordddLimtit
sated bridge. Little things in banjo set up can makga normally clamp-
big difference in tone. ing the whole thing

- . . together. The tone
Players are generally willing to experiment with )
ring and rim assem-

bridges, heads, even tone rings and rims sometimgls, |
. , most common
but to change the whole concept of how a banjo Y Y

works is a different S{n%dtref{/ogwpellbrass
and 3 ply hard ma-

Tom Nechville takes pride in saying his company igle, is literally sus-
the worldodés | eader i n pendedirsiaédthev e
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(Continued from page 3)

Matt Menefee

ject
Tom Hanway

Kevin Haynie - (Meteor)

Dave Haywood i Lady Antebellum
(Six String Meteor

Ray Hesson
Tony Hicks - The Hollies

Kurby Hoffman - Burnt Toast and
Jam

Jason Homey - The Clumsy Lovers

Leon Hunt - Daily Planet
Bubba Hutch

Eli Jebidiah - Poor Man's Whiskey

Valentine Johnson - Fungis

Gerald Jones - The Banjo Ses-
sions (Phantom)

Dave Keenan - Downtown Mountain
Boys (Vintage)

Jody King - Larry Cordle & Lonesome
Standard Time

Dan Knowles - The Hot Band

Calvin Leport - The Rarely Herd

Nils Lofgren - Bruce Springsteen and
the E Street Band

Barry Luft

Gus MacMillan - Bluegrassy Knoll

Eric Mardis

Tim May - Patty Loveless Band

David McCloskey - The McCloskey
Brothers Band

George McKnight - Uptown Blue-
grass Radio Show

Matt Menefee
tTom Nechville - Backroads Junction

Gerry O'Connor

Michael Orlando  (Moonshine)

Jim Pankey - The Lone Mountain

Band (Phantom)

Dan Peha - The Magpies

Noam Pikelny - The Punch Broth-
ers (Nextar)

Andy Pond - Snake Oil Medicine
Show

Al Price - The Overhauls

Jimmy Redden

Emily Robison - The Dixie Chicks

Guy Rogers - Salmagundi

Rick Sampson

Dave Schenkman (Phantom)

Jake Schepps - Expedition Quartet

(Vintage)

Vicki Simmons

Woody Simmons - Kitty Rose Band
Rick Sirl - Puja

Joe Stevens - Coyote Grace (Atlas)

Weston Stewart - (Phantom) Article

Steve Taft (Phantom)
Nicole Taylor - Red Roots

Adrian "Turbo" Trbovich
Project

- Turbo Pro

Kyle Triplett T The Bankesters

Oliver Waitze - German Folk and
Bluegrass Professional

Bob Weir - The Grateful Dead
Dale Williams - Rural Delivery (Nuvo)

Charles Wood (Cosmos)

Victor Wooten - Bela Fleck and the

Flecktones

Erik Yates - Hot Buttered Rum

Armando Zuppa

Armando Zuppa i Short Straw Pickers
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