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Product Spotlight

The Orion Helimount Banjo

Every aspect of a Nechville banjo has
been designed for acoustical superiority,
convenience, comfort and aesthetics.
You'll benefit from the finely

crafted details and artistic approach that
goes into all Nechville instruments, and
you'll have plenty reasons for pride when
owning an Orion.

As you take the Nechville Orion into
your grasp your attentiveness becomes
focused on musical execution. The de-
sign and feel of the Orion will inspire your
best playing. Your left hand slides
smoothly and effortlessly over the fancy
maple and ebony neck. You feel the com-
fort and sleekness of the polished frets,
and you realize that the silky smooth and
solid feel of your ORION is just the begin-
ning of the magic.

The 7 to 12" compound radius of the fret
board provides the comfort and quality
that offers you noting accuracy and clarity
of tone. This dynamic shape gives you
the slimmest feel with maximum structural
integrity for strength of tone. Not only is it
easier to form chords and other left hand
positions, but you also get clean distinc-
tive and full bodied musical notes.

You'll clearly hear the difference when
you notice the total absence of sonic in-
terference that is ever present in other
traditional banjos. The Orion's slightly
wider profile gives you plenty of room for
chokes and slides. Extra wide frets form a
secure foundation for the strings' anchor
point on the fret board while giving you
longer-lasting frets. You'll gain inspiration
from the artistic Antler theme Inlay. These
features add up to equal incredible musi-
cal power from every note played on the
Orion.

Nechville has created the Orion Heli-
Mount that blends traditional banjo inlay
art and design with the ultimate banjo pot
design.

The neck starts with premium Maple and
is fashioned the old way, by hand. The
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Calendar Of Events

Nechville is a part of the following events:

April 18 Banjo Sound Workshop
Banjo.com, Marietta GA

April 23-26 Merlefest
Wilkesboro NC

April 27-29 Virginia/Washington DC/
Maryland

May 1-2 NY-PA-Ontario

May 1-3 European Banjoree
Hagen, Germany

June 18-21 Telluride
Telluride, CO

June 17 New Acoustic Gallery
Solingen, Germany

June 27 Leslie Nechville
Pfaltzweyer France

June 30 Musikhaus Saitensburg
Schaffhaussen, Switzerland

July 2 Eagle Music
England

July 13 Lluis Gomez Banjo Workshop
Barcelona, Spain

July 24-26 Rockygrass
Lyons, CO

Aug 21-22 Enumclaw Bluegrass Festival

Enumclaw, WA
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http://www.banjo.com
http://www.merlefest.org
http://www.banjoree.com/frame-e.htm
http://www.bluegrass.com/telluride/
http://www.newacousticgallery.com/
http://www.saitensprung.ch/
http://www.eaglemusicshop.com/
http://www.myspace.com/lluisgomez
http://www.bluegrass.com/rockygrass/

Nechville News

Spring 2009

Nechville Players Coast to Coast

Nechville banjos are played by distin-
guished players in all corners of the world.
In places where banjos once were seldom
heard, the Nechville banjo is an integral
part of the local acoustic music scene.

Here are just a few of the high profile play-
ers currently playing Nechvilles:

Dave Keenan , Seattle WA
(www.davekeenan.com )

Dave
"1 sical scope is varied
_‘ and far-reaching.

¥ His musical projects
include The Down-

¢ town Mountain Boys,
one of the most
popular bluegrass
bands in the Pacific

for the martini lovers of the world; and Jo
Miller and Her Burly Roughnecks, hard-
core rockabilly.
compositions can even be heard in the
elevators of the world over Muzak.

Dave is also one
spected music teachers, giving lessons
workshops and on-staff at music camps in
the western US and Canada. Wherever
there is banjo involved, Dave brings along
his Nechville Vintage with an archtop tone
ring.

Dave found his Vintage while playing at
Adventure Bluegrass in Stevenson, WA
with Downtown Mountain Boys. After
trying it out onstage that night, it followed
him home. You <can
work on the latest DMB recording, Big Dar-
li.nbd

Matt Gray, Portland OR

(www.urbanmonroes.com )

Matt Gray is wel/
amazing music scene, His award winning
banjo playing runs the full range from hard
driving Scruggs picking to single string

Keenanods

2 Northwest; Miles and
Karina, a duo playing curly maple Helimount with a full length

PNECCA T

pro-

Tom Nechville, Matt Gray and Comet,
River City Bluegrass, 2008

gressive work that is emulated by many of
the up and coming players in the region.

Mattdés banjo is cal

fifth string and Galaxy inlay. He also re-
cently acquired one of the new models, an

Atlasmwéth bask stringsvueed an ootavé g i n

lower than a standard banjo.

Matt plays these days with the Urban

t h e Manmes.a dhougimtbey haveroely been

together a short time, they have graced
the stage at most of the most prestigious
bluegrass and Americana events in the
Pacific Northwest. Their CD, One Fret
Makes a Difference, is now available
through their web site, the ltunes store, or
Amazon. And itds a

Jon Eric, lowa City 1A

(www.jonericmusic.com )

hear Daveds banjo
Jon Eric is well known for his banjo skills.

Jon's dedication and years of playing have
led him to become a legend in pushing the
boundaries of what the banjo can sound
like. "I love all types of music, but many
people really underestimate what the banjo

K n PR e $RYS B P prgals inlg g -

monic melting pot of jazz and blues. Jon
Eric expertise also includes guitar, vocals,
and Dobro. He is well educated in music

Iv3edstorT1§291) Comet, a

production and
currently
teaches to
share his love
of music.

Jon uses a
Nechville Me-
teor with EMG
81 pickup and
Cascade inlay
for his electric
banjo of
choice.

You have to
search far and wide for a more joyful, char-
ismatic player. He recently played a con-
cert at the Nechville shop.

Weston Stewart, Anderson AL
(http://www.myspace.com/

Weston Stewart found and began playmg
the banjo in 2003 at the ripe old age of 13.
He began his journey with the help and
lessons of a very good friend, Scooter
I\gugeoéé:(ﬁ)llérqs a very accomplished
banjo player/musician who resides in Mus-
cle Shoals, Alabama. Weston has MANY
very kind words for his best friend in the
world...."THANK YOU! SCOOTER".

Weston considers himself a long way from
being a "GREAT" banjo player but he has
won numerous competitions in and around
the Tennessee Valley to include: 1st place
at the 2009 Tennessee State Champion-
ship in Clarksville, Tennessee (Bluegrass
Banjo), 1st place in 2008 at the Uncle
Dave Macon Days in Murfreesboro, TN
(bluegrass banjo), 1st place at The Harvest

bl onde


http://www.davekeenan.com
http://www.davekeenan.com
http://www.downtownmountainboys.com
http://www.downtownmountainboys.com
http://www.downtownmountainboys.com
http://www.downtownmountainboys.com
http://www.milesandkarina.com
http://www.milesandkarina.com
jomillerandherburlyroughnecks
jomillerandherburlyroughnecks
http://cdbaby.com/cd/dmountainboys
http://cdbaby.com/cd/dmountainboys
http://www.urbanmonroes.com
http://urbanmonroes.com/
http://urbanmonroes.com/
http://www.jonericmusic.com
http://www.myspace.com/weston321
http://www.myspace.com/weston321
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Moon Festival 2008 White House, and nu-
merous others.

Weston recently joined The Soul Pickers,
an established band playing both bluegrass
and gospel music. His banjo is a walnut
Galaxy Phantom.

TJ Doerfel, Springville NY
(http://web.mac.com/tijdoerfel/)

TJ Doerfel plays banjo with four of his ten
siblings in The Doerfels. He is the oldest of
ten children.

At the age of twenty, TJ plays with the con-
fidence and authority of a seasoned vet-
eran. The Doerfels have developed a tre-
mendous following since they have begun
traveling throughout the US.

TJ plays a mahogany Galaxy Phantom, and
is a true Nechville ambassador. Last sum-
mer, he married Angelica Grim, a fine
singer in her own right.

Matt Menefee, Dallas, TX
(www.cadillacsky.net)

Cadillac Sky boldly goes their own way,
with an energy and sound all their own. At
the core is the unmistakable sound of banjo
wizard Matt Menefee, who attracted na-
tional attention when winning the Winfield
banjo championship in 2000.

Matt plays a Nechville Nextar. Ask him

available just about anywhere. Their latest,
Gravityo6s ,i®availablE atenosy
major outlets.

Keith Arneson, Crofton MD
(http://www.navyband.navy.mil/
countrycurrent.shtml)

been
bluegrass band Country Current since
1993, when he took the spot vacated by

has playing

banjo legend Bill Emerson. His crisp taste-
ful playing has been a trademark of the
Country Current sound ever since.

Before joining Country Current in 1993,
Arneson appeared on TNN's "Nashville
Now" with the "\Mountain Laurel band, per-
formed with bluegrass pioneer Mac Wise-
man, and was a member of The Dixie Ram-
blers and the Classic Grass bands.

TheFe days, Keith hﬁs achieveg the t| Ie of

about it and hedl | tChf wh ¢ Kth
other banjo heds ever mf‘:/luais:la?ndd tennlf}outrdlng Ieo,
first found the banjo at IBMA in fall of 2008. .cano en be found at picking at local jarfs

. . . . in the Washington DC
It wasn't long before it became his full time ile nut Gal Phant
touring banjo. As part of Skaggs Family vilie 1S a wainut &alaxy Fhantom.
Recor ds, Cadillac Skyds recordings are

Erik Yates, Oakland, CA
(www.hotbutteredrum.net)

Erik spent his musical youth trying just
about every musical instrument and style he
came across in his prolifically creative
Northern California community. Meeting
guitarist Nat Keefe led him to bluegrass and
acoustic music and to the banjo, which he
now combines with his flute and accordion
stylings to give Hot Buttered Rum their
unique sound. He's found a home at last in
the acoustic community, a place where old
mountain songs mingle with gypsy jazz and
folk ballads in the middle of the night, where
a performer can expand as an instrumental-
ist, a singer and a songwriter all at once.
Favorites include John Hartford, Earl
Scruggs, Bob Dylan, Charlie Parker, and
Gillian Welch.
E r | c h v.i | e i 5
f f
W|th a%umuc?(er plckup¥hat?1e uses Wlth
Hot Buttered Rum. In addition to banjo, he
al so plays guitar,
whistle, clarinet, saxophone, accordion,
piano, harmonica & vocals.

*kkkkk

By no means is this a complete or compre-
hensive list. The list is growing all the
time. Be watching in a future issues for
similar profiles of players elsewhere in the
world.

e Thgse of you who have not yet joined the
hranks can find Nechville banjos at dealers

listed on our web site.
area. Keithos

C|al
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http://web.mac.com/tjdoerfel/
http://www.cadillacsky.net
http://www.navyband.navy.mil/countrycurrent.shtml
http://www.navyband.navy.mil/countrycurrent.shtml
http://www.hotbutteredrum.net
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Introducing the... Zeu§

As you pick up the Zeus, you'll realize why

sound leaps out of the Helimount pot.
You've discovered banjo sound to the
Nth power.

The Zeus

The beveled wooden armrest feels I Premium Seasoned Curly Ma-
smooth on your forearm and you could ple neck and resonator

play for hours. The neck shape makes §I  Amber/Brown Stain and Dura-
chording easier providing clean, distinct ble Gloss Finish

and full bodied musical notes. You hear [  Sturdy Black Eclipse Helimount
a woody, penetrating clarity with none frame

of the sqnic interfere_npe that is. ever § 7-12" Compound Radius com-
present in other traditional banjos. fortable neck profile

You'll be inspired but not distracted by  §|  Black Binding

the understated beauty of the Star and f Saturn and Star Pearl inlay.
Saturn.lnlgy.themfa. .You §ee t.hat the Premium Vintage Style Tuning
Nechville inline tailpiece is adjustable pegs

e differenhways ragd yau remgrg- . .

ber that this is a Helimount, customiza- ' Exotic Wood Tone l_’lng .
ble for any style or setup. You've heard (InterCha_ngeable with Nechville
how stable and versatile the Helimount Bronze ring)

is, and now are struck by its simple 1 Nechville's Exclusive Cyclo-
elegant beauty. tronic Rolling Rim Pot System.
The Exotic Wood Open Architecture 3 Ply Maple Rim

Tone ring delivers incredible punch and Y1 Soft, Protective Gig Bag/ Case,
volume from every note played on the with adjustment tools and man-
Zeus. Wide frets form a secure founda- ual

tion for the strings and are longer- Y Renaissance Head

lasting.

we named this banjo after the king of gods.
You'll thankful for its unusually light weight.
As your left hand explores the gently radi-
used ebony fingerboard, excitement sparks
as you feel the smooth neck and view the
inspired peghead shape.

Now you don't have to settle for less than
premium quality craftsmanship and sound.
This is the banjo you have been seeking.
Especially when prices start at under
$3000.

You strum a chord with your right You have found your next banjo.

hand. Your eyebrows rise as a big banjo



