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A Resounding Success

For many years | was so preoccu-
pied with the design of the banjo's
tension and tone ring system that |
almost ignored the impact of a good
resonator. Since resonators are eas-
ily removable, it's interesting to do
trials with different ones and note the
effect of several variants.

After testing banjos with Pre-War Gib-
son resonators, | noticed that the in-
side of those resonators were not
bare wood, but stained and probably
sealed with a a coat of shellac, or
possibly oil finish.

My conclusion is that the reflected
portion of the sound colors the tone
with a slight echo from the aged and
hardened wood. Wondering how to
artificially age the interior surface of a

resonator got me thinking about types

of finishes that soak in and harden in
the wood. I've recently found that a
thin application of a quick drying fin-
ish, such as shellac, on the inside of
the resonator tends to give the banjo
a touch more presence and brilliance.

If you try this, Be sure to use a very
thin "cut" of shellac, and one coat is
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If you have a Pre 2009 Nechville, It is
likely to have a non-finished interior.




